Introduction
With the beginning of European colonization in America, the continent of South America became a constitutive part of the developing Atlantic World. In addition to trade and empire building, migrations played an important role in the entanglement of Europe, the Americas, and Africa. Free population movements to the Spanish and Portuguese parts of the New World were relatively small. Approximately 2,700,000 Spanish and Portuguese migrants made their way to the Americas from 1500 until 1800.
1 Coercion delivered the bulk of new inhabitants from Africa to different parts of the Americas. African slaves outnumbered European immigrants to the Americas by three to one and between 1760 and 1820; almost six Africans set out for the Americas for every European.
2 Thus, in the Atlantic from 1500 onward for more than three hundred years, the dominant migratory regime became the slave trade from Africa.
3 This changed in the nineteenth century after the abolition of slave trade and the emancipation of slaves-a process that lasted until the end of the nineteenth century in the most important slave societies, Cuba and Brazil. Both coerced and free migrations to the Iberian colonies contributed to the formation of the new societies. 4 The term transculturation was coined by Cuban anthropologist Fernando Ortiz, who conceptualized cultural change in the Americas as an active and transformative process of all individuals and groups involved. In addition, transculturation goes further than the notion of mestizaje (fusion of cultures) because of its emphasis on new cultural creations. Fernando Ortiz, Contrapunteo cubano del tabaco y azúcar (Havana, 1991) . major groups-Americans, Europeans, and Africans-had to make and re-make their lives under the new circumstances in the colonies. New ethnicities also developed among the African-and Europeanderived populations, a process that curiously is probably better understood for Africans than it is for Europeans. Although Latin American populations today are often imagined as the product of mestizaje (in the sense of cultural fusions) which took place during the colonial era, it is important to note that many of the people who contributed to the pluralization of Latin American societies and cultures came after most countries achieved their independence from Spain and Portugal, that is, after 1820.
5
During the period from 1830 to 1930, which is the focus of this article, migratory regimes in Latin America changed substantially from those of the colonial era. Following a phase of almost no European migration in the first decades, immigration became a major process from the 1880s onward. In addition, the slave trade, which continued to rise to unprecedented highs in Brazil and Cuba until the middle of the nineteenth century, finally came to a halt. Both processes, as well as the migration of Asians as contract and free laborers, were intertwined. To make sense of these changes in the migratory flows to Latin America, it is best to view the century from 1830 to 1930 as divided into two different periods. Finally, the impacts of the transatlantic mass migration of these two eras on the integration of Latin America into the Atlantic World needs to be assessed.
Migration to Latin America: The Preponderance of Coerced Migration until the 1870s
As in the colonial period, migration to Latin America until the 1870s was dominated by the coerced movement of Africans, and then also Asians to the continent. African slaves remained the largest group. Between 15 and 20 percent of the Africans who were sent out for the Americas as slaves came during the period from 1811-1870. Almost one million Africans were taken to Brazil; 600,000 reached Cuban shores, and the rest were brought to the French Caribbean. 6 The
